
SPRING 2016 
GEO 103 – ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
 
In spring 2016—my fourth semester as a teaching assistant—I taught GEO 103, 
Environment and Society. Following the previous semester, I looked forward to 
teaching a new course and consolidating the improvements I had made over the 
previous three semesters. As indicated by the evaluations below, I continued to grow 
and make considerable progress as a teaching assistant. While I was challenged by the 
obstacles presented in teaching a new course, I was, nonetheless, able to apply the skills 
and approach I had developed over previous semesters. 
 
These evaluations were created for Teaching Assistants by the Department of 
Geography. I have provided demographic and quantitative summaries for all submitted 
evaluations. Below these summaries, I have listed student’s comments from the 
qualitative portion of these evaluations. I have attempted to present a range of both 
positive and negative comments as well as providing those comments that were 
popular across student responses. 
 
Demographics 
 
Total number of student evaluations: 45 
Students enrolled due to requirement: 19 
Evaluations submitted with no comments: 0 
 
Freshman: 31 
Sophomore: 8 
Junior: 3 
Senior: 3

Quantitative Assessment 
 

Question Percent Responding 

 
1 

(Highly 
Negative) 

2 3 
(Neutral) 4 

5 
(Highly 
Positive) 

TA is prepared for class 0 0 0 2 98 

TA encourages participation and questions 0 0 0 4 96 

TA communicates concepts, content and issues 
clearly 0 0 0 4 96 

TA provides clear and interesting questions for 
discussion 0 0 2 7 91 



TA creates an effective space for discussion 0 0 2 7 91 

TA brought up interesting related issues 0 0 0 9 91 

TA shows concern that you are learning the 
material 0 0 4 11 85 

TA makes themselves available outside of class 0 0 2 5 93 

TA is approachable about related issues and 
questions 0 0 0 2 98 

TA demonstrates knowledge of the subject matter 0 0 0 2 98 

TA shows enthusiasm for subject and teaching 0 0 2 2 96 

TA's grading is fair and justified 0 0 0 7 93 
Overall, how would you rate discussion section 

in providing a fuller understanding of the course 
material? 

0 0 0 13 87 

 
 

Question Percent Responding 

 
1 

(Strongly 
Disagree) 

2 3 
(Neutral) 4 

5 
(Strongly 

Agree) 

I felt comfortable talking in section/lab 0 0 16 31 53 

There was room for my opinion 0 0 1 27 62 

I felt I was being listened to 0 0 9 27 64 

I would recommend the TA to others 0 0 2 13 85 

 
Select Qualitative Assessments 
 
If you would like to comment on any of the above questions, you may do so: 
 

• “I would highly recommend Jared to anyone taking the class.” 
• “Very good TA, he really knew and was involved in the materials being taught.” 

 
What did you like and dislike about section or lab? 
 



• “I appreciated Jared’s enthusiasm for the subject and was motivated by his 
genuine concern for his student’s success.” 

• “The section was very engaging and Jared did a fantastic job of encouraging 
questions and class participation.” 

• “Discussion was interesting, some readings were boring.”  
 
Did the TA help you in any particular way during the semester (with 
papers/assignments/exam prep etc.)? If so, how? 
 

• “Yes, I went to him for help with my paper and he was very helpful and 
constructive.” 

• “He helped me via email when I was studying for the test and unclear on a 
certain topic.” 

•  “Very helpful during the essay process.” 
 
What are the TA’s strengths? In what ways do you feel the TA needs improvement? 
 

•  “Jared was very engaging and connected with the students by encouraging us to 
voice our opinions.” 

• “Very approachable and knowledgeable on the subject. Sometimes I became lost 
when we bounced around ideas.” 

• “Very passionate and enthusiastic in class.” 
• “Jared is very organized and open. He listens to everyone’s opinion and cares 

about his students.” 
 
What suggestions would you make to the TA for future teaching? 
 

• “Keep teaching the way you do, I enjoyed the humor in between.” 
• “I would suggest focusing on reviewing for lecture.” 
•  “Think of ways to engage all students.” 
• “None, honestly. Jared was the best TA I’ve had over four semesters, by far.” 


