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Geography 103: Environment and Society  
Spring 2016 

Hall of Languages 107 
1035-1130a 

 
 
Professor: Matt Huber    Teaching Assistant: Jared Van Ramshortst   
Office: 522 Eggers      Office: 049Eggers 
Email: mthuber@maxwell.syr.edu    Email: jpvanram@syr.edu 
Office Hours: Mon and Wed 230-330,   Office Hours: Wednesday 12-3 
or by appointment 
Phone: 443-3845   
       Teaching Assistant: Tiago Teixeira  
       Office: 140 Eggers  
       Email: taalvest@syr.edu 
       Office Hours: Monday 1140-140 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overview 
 
This course is meant to introduce students to nature-society geography. We will examine the 
historical, social and political factors which shape the societal relation to resources and the 
natural environment.  Most importantly, the course is meant to provide you with the basic 
“conceptual toolkit” to make sense of these relationships. While we will cover many concrete 
examples and real world examples (e.g., oil, climate change, agriculture, conservation), the main 
goal of the course is for students to make use of concepts covered to develop their own critical 
and analytical perspective on nature-society questions. As we move through particular topics, it 
is important to make linkages between the topic studied and the concept(s) covered during that 
particular section of the course.  
 
Required Texts  
 
Robbins, Paul, John Hintz, and Sarah Moore. 2014. Environment and Society: A Critical 
Introduction. SECOND EDITION (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell). Available in the bookstore.  

 
All other readings listed below will be put on blackboard under folders that correspond to the 
topics of the reading schedule below. Please either print out these readings or read them on a 
reasonable device (i.e. not your phone). 

mailto:mthuber@maxwell.syr.edu
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Assignments 
 
Essays 
There are two essay assignments in the course (1 inch margins, double spaced, 12 pt Times New 
Roman font) each 4-5 pages. The first will be due on Monday February 22nd. The second will be 
due on Monday April 18th. We will distribute handouts explaining the essay topics and our 
expectations in further detail two weeks before they are due.  
 
Two Exams  
The exams will be in the format of short answer and essay questions. Essay questions will be 
made available the Friday before the Monday exam for the mid-term and the Monday before 
the Friday final.  This will allow you to prepare your essays ahead of time. The goal of the 
exams is to test your understanding of the concepts covered in the lectures and discussion 
sections. Note taking will be critical for your exam preparation. If you are confused during 
lecture, please stop me so I can clarify the material.  
 
Quizzes (3 total)  
This is a reading intensive course and careful reading is necessary to complement the lecture 
material and succeed in this course. Since reading is so important there will be three 
unannounced quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes will only test the most basic ideas in 
the readings. If you do the reading – and pay attention and remain awake while reading – you 
will be fine.  In order to retain the ability to make up the quiz, it is critical for you to let me 
know before any class you will be absent (see attendance policy below). 
 
QUIZ MAKEUP POLICY 
If you ever need to miss class for any reason please let me know and explain the reason before 
class starts. If there is a quiz on that particular day, and you notify me with a legitimate 
absence (i.e. you can’t just say you won’t make it without providing a reason), you will have 
the opportunity to make up the quiz. If you fail to notify me of an absence on a quiz day you 
will lose the 3.33 points on your final grade. 
 
Discussion Sections 
The discussion sections are meant to complement the topics covered in lectures – and provide 
the opportunity for you to discuss and learn more about the issues with your classmates and 
teaching assistant. It is important to come to discussion sections prepared by doing the readings 
and thinking about your own critiques and questions about the material.  You also should bring 
any questions you have about material covered in lecture and the structure of the course as a 
whole.   Participation in these sections is mandatory and constitutes your 10% participation 
grade for the class. Everyone has something of interest to contribute and it is an important part 
of the educational process.  
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Evaluation  
Discussion Participation  10%  A (93-100)   C   (73-76)  
Three Pop Quizzes   10%  A- (90-92)   C- (70-72)  
Exam I    25%  B+ (87-89)   D+ (67-69) 
Exam II   25%  B (83-86)   D (63-66) 
Essay #1   15%  B- (80-82)   D- (60-62) 
Essay #2   15%  C+ (77-79)    F (0-59) 
    100% 
 
Classroom Policies 
 
It is of paramount importance that the classroom environment be conducive to discussions, 
questions, and debates. This can only be the case if there is an atmosphere of inclusion, fairness, 
and mutual respect both between and among the students. 
 

1. No laptops, smart phones, and other internet-connected devices can be used during 
lecture or discussion section. I believe the ability to surf the internet and social media is 
too tempting and it can be distracting to other students.  If you have a learning-based 
reason that you absolutely must use a laptop, please provide me the necessary rationale 
and documentation.  

2. Please be on time and if you unavoidably have to be late enter and sit down quietly.  
3. Please do not make personal comments about others even if you disagree strongly with 

a comment – address the content of their comment only. 
 
Student Athletes 
Many of you are student athletes. Athletics is an important part your time in college, and I will 
do my best to accommodate your travel schedules.  Typically, your coaches or another official 
associated with the team or athletic department will give you a letter explaining your status and 
a list of your away games. Once you receive this material, I want you to give me a copy.  
 
Academic Integrity 
The Syracuse University Academic Integrity Policy holds students accountable for the integrity 
of the work they submit. Students should be familiar with the Policy and know that it is their 
responsibility to learn about instructor and general academic expectations with regard to proper 
citation of sources in written work. The policy also governs the integrity of work submitted in 
exams and assignments as well as the veracity of signatures on attendance sheets and other 
verifications of participation in class activities. Serious sanctions can result from academic 
dishonesty of any sort.  
For more information and the complete policy, see http://academicintegrity.syr.edu 
 
 

http://academicintegrity.syr.edu/
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Students with Disabilities 
If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of 
Disability Services(ODS), http://disabilityservices.syr.edu, located in Room 309 of 804 
University Avenue, or call (315) 443-4498 for an appointment to discuss your needs and the 
process for requesting accommodations. ODS is responsible for coordinating disability-related 
accommodations and will issue students with documented disabilities Accommodation 
Authorization Letters, as appropriate. Since accommodations may require early planning and 
generally are not provided retroactively, please contact ODS as soon as possible. You are also 
welcome to contact me privately to discuss your academic needs although I cannot arrange for 
disability-related accommodations. 
 
Religious Holidays  
SU’s religious observances policy, found at 
http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm, recognizes the diversity of faiths 
represented among the campus community and protects the rights of students, faculty, and staff 
to observe religious holy days according to their tradition.  Under the policy, students are 
provided an opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirements that may 
be missed due to a religious observance provided they notify their instructors before the end of 
the second week of classes.  For fall and spring semesters, an online notification process is 
available through MySlice/Student Services/Enrollment/My Religious Observances from the 
first day of class until the end of the second week of class. 
 
Statement on add/drop policy 
It is the policy of the Geography Department that students must obtain FIRST the signature of 
the instructor and THEN the signature of the department chair if they wish to drop or withdraw 
from this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm
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SCHEDULE FOR READING AND ASSIGNMETNS 
(readings are due the day listed – all readings not from textbooks are posted to blackboard) 

 
Wednesday January 20th  
 
Introduction to the course  
 
A couple pieces that convinced me NOT to use Powerpoint: 
 
Andrew Smith, “How powerpoint is killing critical thought” The Guardian 
Molly Worthen, “Lecture me. Really” New York Times  
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections –Ecologies of Consumption   
 
TAKE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT QUIZ AND PRINT OUT RESULTS AND BRING TO 
SECTION 
http://footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/ 
 
Dictionary of Human Geography, “Commodity Chain” (pp. 101-2) (BB) 
 
Room for Debate, “Responsible Shoppers, but Bad Citizens?” New York Times (BB) 
Read all 5 of the short pieces by the ‘debaters’ and be able to summarize their views in a couple 
of sentences. 
 
 
Film: The Story of Stuff  
 
Monday January 25th – Anthropocene? A Brief Environmental History of Humanity 
 
Kolbert, E. The Sixth Extinction (1-22) (BB) 
 
Steffen, Will, Paul J. Crutzen, and John R. McNeill. 2007 “The Anthropocene: Are Humans Now 
Overwhelming the Great Forces of Nature?” (614-621) (BB) 
 
Wednesday January 27th – Introduction to Resource Geography  
 
Baldwin, J.H. 1985. “The materials balance model,” (pp. 18-21) 
Dictionary of Human Geography, “Resource” (pp. 648-649) 
Hanna, S. et al. 1996. “Property rights and the natural environment”, pp. 1-5 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Introduction to Scarcity Questions: The Bet   
 
Sabin, P. 2013. “Betting on the Apocalypse” New York Times 

http://footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/
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Monday February 1st – Perspective I – Population and Scarcity 
 
Robbins et al. Environment and Society, Chapter 2 (13-30) 
 
Wednesday February 3rd – Industrial versus Traditional Agriculture   
 
Moseley, W. et al. 2014 “Agriculture and Food Systems” pp. 255-283 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Hunger, Inequality and Questioning the Food 
Movement 
 
Julie Guthman, “The Food Police” Utne Reader (BB) 
William Mosely. 2015. "Beware the Green Revolution." African Arguments (BB)  
McMillan, T. 2014 “The New Face of Hunger” National Geographic (BB) 
 
Monday February 8th – Perspective II – Markets and Commodities 
 
Robbins, et al. 2014. Environment and Society, Chapter 3, 31-48 
 
Wednesday February 10th– Climate Change as Market Failure  
 
Robbins et al. 2014, Environment and Society, Chapter 9, 139-162 
 
Grantham Research Institute, “Why do economists describe climate change as a 'market 
failure'?” The Guardian (BB) 
 
Film: The Story of Cap and Trade  
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Did Oil Companies Suppress Climate Science?  
 
David Hasemyer and John H. Cushman Jr.  “Exxon Sowed Doubt about Climate Science for 
Decades by Stressing Uncertainty” Inside Climate News (BB) 
 
Monday February 15th – Climate Justice  
 
Klein, N. 2014. This Changes Everything, Introduction, 1-30 (BB) 
Rebecca Hall, 2013, “Defining Climate Justice” (BB) 
Film: This Changes Everything   
 
Wednesday February 17th - Barriers and Resistance  
 
Klein, N. 2014, This Changes Everything, Chapter 11, 367-388 (BB) 
Jamieson, D. interview, “Are we failing to stop climate change?” Climate Science and Policy (BB) 
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Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – The Paris Climate Solution?   
 
Bill Mckibben, “Falling Short on Climate in Paris” New York Times (BB) 
Carol Linnitt, “All the Reasons the Paris Agreement is a Huge Freaking Deal for the Climate” 
Desmog Canada (BB) 
 
Monday February 22nd– Perspective III – Political Economy 
ESSAY #1 – DUE 
Robbins, et al. 2014. Environment and Society, Chapter 7 (98-118) 
 
Wednesday February 24th – Energy and the Geopolitics of Accumulation  
 
Bridge, G. and P. Le Billon, Oil, pp. 27-33 (BB) 
McNeill, J.R. 2008. “Global Environmental History in the Age of Fossil Fuels (1800-2007)” (BB) 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Land Grabs and the Biofuel Boom 
 
“Long struggle against Indonesia oil palm land grab” Grain (BB) 
 
Monday February 29th – Social Reproduction – Petroleum Products and Everyday Life  
 
Huber, Lifeblood (65-94) (BB) 
 
Wednesday March 2nd – The Second Contradiction of Capitalism and Mountaintop Removal 
Coal Mining  
 
David Holzman, 2011, “Mountaintop Removal Mining: Digging Into Community Health 
Concerns” Environmental Health Perspectives (BB) 
 
Laura Gottesdiener “The crumbling of Big Coal: Appalachia reels as an industry meets its 
demise” Salon (BB) 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – REVIEW  
  
Monday March 7th – EXAM I 
 
Wednesday March 9th – Perspective IV – The Social Construction of Nature  
 
Robbins, et al. 2014. Environment and Society, Chapter 8, 119-138 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – What is Wild?  
Cronon, W. “The trouble with wilderness, or getting back to the wrong nature” (BB) 
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Monday March 21st – Saving nature? The politic of parks and nature preservation 
 
Macekura, S. 2015, Of Limits and Growth: The Rise of Global Sustainable Development in the 
Twentieth Century, Chapter 2, 54-90 (BB) 
 
Wednesday March 23rd – Socially Constructing Wolves  
 
Robbins, et al. 2014. Environment and Society, Chapter 11, 183-202 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Zoos as Constructed Natures  
 
Halberstadt, A. 2014, “Zoo Animals and their Discontents” New York Times Magazine (BB) 
 
Monday March 28th and Wednesday March 30th and Discussion Section 
NO CLASS ANNUAL GEOGRAPHY MEETING IN SAN FRANCISCO  
 
Monday April 4th– Perspective V – Risk and Hazards  
 
Robbins, et al. 2014. Environment and Society, Chapter 6 (82-95) 
 
Wednesday April 6th- Environmental Justice  
 
William Mosely et al. “Environmental Justice: The Uneven Distribution of People, Pollution, 
and Environmental Opportunity” 157-188 (BB) 
 
Bullard, Robert. “Environmental Justice in the 21st Century” (BB) 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Toxic Struggles: Science, Risk, and the Law  
 
Nathaniel Rich, “The Lawyer who Became DuPont’s Worst Nightmare” New York Times (BB) 
 
Monday April 11th – Perspective VI - Neoliberal Environments  
 
Heynen, N. et al. 2007. Neoliberal Environments, (pp. 1-13) (BB) 
 
Wednesday April 13th– Deepwater Horizon as “Normal Accident” 
 
Priest, T. 2010. “The ties that bind MMS and Big Oil” Politico (BB) 
 
Dickinson, T. 2010. “The Spill, the Scandal and the President” Rolling Stone (BB) 
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Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Neoliberal Environmentalism?  
 
Steinberg, Ted. "Can Capitalism Save the Planet? On the Origins of Green Liberalism." Radical 
History Review, no. 107 (Spring 2010). (BB) 
 
Monday April 18th – Perspective VII- Urban Environments  
ESSAY #2 DUE  
Heynen et al. 2006. In the Nature of Cities, 1-19 (BB) 
 
Wednesday April 20th – Urban Development and the Politics of Water in Syracuse, NY 
 
Featherstone, Steven. “DestiNY Syracuse, USA.” In City by City: Dispatches from the American 
Metropolis, 445–74. (BB) 
 
Perreault, Tom, Sarah Wraight, and Meredith Perreault. "Environmental Injustice in the 
Onondaga Lake Waterscape," Water Alternatives 5, no. 2 (2012): 485-506. (BB) 
 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections –Slum Ecologies in the Global South   
 
David, M. 2006. Planet of Slums, 1-19 (BB) 
OPTIONAL (pp. 121-150) 
 
Monday April 25th – Environmental Futures I – The Energy Question 
ESSAY #2 – DUE 
Jacobson M and Delucchi M 2009 “A path to sustainable energy by 2030” Scientific American (58–
65) (BB) 
 
Wednesday April 27th- Environmental Futures II – The Political Question  
 
Dean, J. 2015. “This Changes Some Things: A Review of Naomi Klein’s This Changes Everything” 
(BB) 
45 
Thursday/Friday Discussion Sections – Review for Final  
 
Monday May 2nd – Review for Final  
 

FINAL FRIDAY MAY 6TH 1245-245PM HALL OF LANGAUGES 107 
 

 


