
FALL 2014 
GEO 215 – GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 
 
In fall 2014, I taught GEO 215, Global Environmental Change, marking my first 
semester as a teaching assistant. Initially, I was overwhelmed, and my inexperience was 
evident throughout the course. This was compounded by the hands-off approach 
adopted by the professor. Based on the evaluations I received, I realized that I needed to 
develop my own approach to synthesizing course materials and key concepts while 
engaging students in discussion. While difficult, these challenges proved to be 
important opportunities for my development and growth as an instructor, especially as 
I transitioned into my second semester as a teaching assistant. 
 
These evaluations were created for Teaching Assistants by the Department of 
Geography. I have provided demographic and quantitative summaries for all submitted 
evaluations. Below these summaries, I have listed student’s comments from the 
qualitative portion of these evaluations. I have attempted to present a range of both 
positive and negative comments as well as providing those comments that were 
popular across student responses. 
 
Demographics 
 
Total number of student evaluations: 42 
Students enrolled due to requirement: 27 
Evaluations submitted with no comments: 1 
 
Freshman: 15 
Sophomore: 6 
Junior: 7 
Senior: 14

Quantitative Assessment 
 

Question Percent Responding 

 
1 

(Highly 
Negative) 

2 3 
(Neutral) 4 

5 
(Highly 
Positive) 

TA is prepared for class 0 0 0 17 83 

TA encourages participation and questions 0 0 0 38 62 

TA communicates concepts, content and issues 
clearly 0 0 2 17 81 

TA provides clear and interesting questions for 
discussion 0 0 7 36 55 



TA creates an effective space for discussion 0 0 5 24 69 

TA brought up interesting related issues 0 0 10 26 64 

TA shows concern that you are learning the 
material 0 2 10 24 64 

TA makes themselves available outside of class 0 0 2 24 57 

TA is approachable about related issues and 
questions 0 0 2 14 83 

TA demonstrates knowledge of the subject matter 0 2 2 17 79 

TA shows enthusiasm for subject and teaching 2 0 2 29 67 

TA's grading is fair and justified 0 0 5 14 79 
Overall, how would you rate discussion section 

in providing a fuller understanding of the course 
material? 

0 2 2 36 60 

 
 

Question Percent Responding 

 
1 

(Strongly 
Disagree) 

2 3 
(Neutral) 4 

5 
(Strongly 

Agree) 

I felt comfortable talking in section/lab 0 0 19 38 43 

There was room for my opinion 2 0 5 40 52 

I felt I was being listened to 0 0 7 38 55 

I would recommend the TA to others 0 2 5 26 67 

 
Select Qualitative Assessments 
 
If you would like to comment on any of the above questions, you may do so: 
 

• “I think Jared is a great TA. Very down to earth.” 
• “Jared is my favorite TA.” 

 
What did you like and dislike about section or lab? 
 



• “I liked how we discussed topics relevant to current events and the material 
learned in class.” 

• “I liked that Jared summarized the class content, making it easier to understand 
the ‘full picture’. I think it could have a little bit more discussion about topics 
(Jared encourages it, but it is hard to make the students talk). 

• “I liked that it covered/reviewed a lot of content from lectures in a clearer way. I 
didn’t always feel, however, that all of the in-class assignments helped me gain a 
better understanding of the material.”  

 
Did the TA help you in any particular way during the semester (with 
papers/assignments/exam prep etc.)? If so, how? 
 

• “I never asked for help but Jared made it clear we could ask him for help.” 
• “Yes, whenever I had questions on homework assignments or help with 

understanding the instructions of the essay, he would encourage me to stay after 
class and seek his assistance.” 

• “Yes, he was always ready to answer questions after class and he seems to 
genuinely care about the student’s performance.” 

 
What are the TA’s strengths? In what ways do you feel the TA needs improvement? 
 

• “He made geography, which is not my favorite subject, actually seem 
interesting.” 

• “He’s very well spoken, articulate, fun to listen to, and he’s very engaging.” 
• “Involves students, is enthusiastic, thoroughly explains topics. Maybe respond to 

emails better.” 
• “He is very approachable and a fair grader. More improvement on in-class 

discussion maybe.” 
 
What suggestions would you make to the TA for future teaching? 
 

• “Keep doing what you’re doing!” 
• “I would suggest some more in-class activities. I felt that they really helped me 

enforce the concepts.” 
• “Maybe prepare more discussion questions for understanding the material.” 
• “Be willing to go off script a little more.” 


