
GEO 272: World Cultures 
 

Fall 2015 
 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:45 pm to 1:40 pm 
214 Hall of Languages 

 
Discussion Sections 

 
Section M002 – Fridays, 10:35 – 11:30 am, 101 Hall of Languages 

Section M003 – Fridays, 11:40 am – 12:35 pm, 104 Tolley Hall 
Section M004 – Fridays, 12:45 – 1:40 pm, 070 Eggers Hall 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEO 272 is both a writing-intensive and a critical-reflections course. 
 
Course description: What is culture? Why is culture so important to how we understand and 
live in the world around us? Is culture a thing, an idea, a set of practices, or a myth? Is it connected to 
people and places, or is it mobile? Does culture unite or divide us? Does it bring peace or conflict? 
How do cultures mix? How does culture change? What does geography have to do with culture, and 
does thinking geographically about culture give us a different understanding of it? GEO 272 addresses 
these and other questions about something called culture. It introduces students to the field of cultural 
geography and to the ways that a geographic approach helps us make sense of cultural politics in the 
world around us. In GEO 272, we will examine (1) How questions of culture are always already 
questions of politics, economics, history, and place and (2) How a geographic approach to 
such questions helps us understand the world in more critical ways. 
 
GEO 272 begins by laying out what culture means and how cultural geographers have approached it 
in different time periods and places. Lectures will draw on examples from academic studies, literature, 
film, television, art, contemporary politics, and other media. Together, we will examine topics from 
international migration to memes, from the Olympics to struggles to represent the past. We will look 
at how people make and contest place-claims around the world and how culture is created, understood, 
and transformed both online and in “real” life. We will examine things like social media and practices 
like street art. We will study the ways that arguments about cultural diversity drive immigration debates 
and that media technologies drive social movements from the Zapatistas to Occupy Wall Street. We 
will discuss the cultural practices of social media, from Facebook to Anonymous, from Pinterest to 
Snapchat. We will use different kinds of writing to explore these topics. 

Professor Jamie Winders 
 

Office: 144 Eggers Hall 
Phone: 443-2607 

E-mail: jwinders@maxwell.syr.edu 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays, 2:00 - 5:00 pm, 
or by appointment 

Jared Van Ramshorst, TA 
 

Office: 049 Eggers Hall 
Phone: 443-9041 

E-mail: jpvanram@syr.edu  
 

Office hours: Thursdays, 11:00 am – 
2:00pm, or by appointment 

 

mailto:jwinders@maxwell.syr.edu
mailto:jpvanram@syr.edu
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Course objectives: 
 

• (1) Help students understand the complexities of culture as both place based and mobile, 
historically enduring yet constantly changing, simultaneously local, global, and transnational. 

• (2) Provide a framework to help students understand the differences and similarities, 
connections and gaps, among people around the world – differences often read through a 
framework of culture. 

• (3) Help students understand what a geographic approach to culture gets us in understanding 
its complexities. 

• (4) Introduce students to key debates, developments, and themes in cultural geography 
through conceptually oriented lectures and contemporary and historical case studies. 

• (5) Develop and improve students’ ability to write and think critically about the world. 
 

• (6) Develop and improve students’ ability to read and comprehend different kinds of texts. 

 
Course texts: This course does not have a textbook. Instead, you will read a series of articles, 
book chapters, and other pieces throughout the semester. In most cases, you will be expected to 
complete these readings before discussion section on Friday, although there are a few weeks when 
readings must be completed before lecture. All readings are available through Blackboard, under 
“Readings,” and are listed by due date in the bibliography at the end of this syllabus. You are expected 
to print out readings and to read them before coming to lecture or section. Students who come to 
discussion section without printed readings for that week and/or without evidence of having read 
those readings (e.g., underlining, highlighting, notes in the margins, etc.) will NOT receive credit for attending 
that discussion section.  
 
Course evaluation: GEO 272 is designed to introduce you to frameworks that help you 
understand the world’s cultural politics, not to feed you facts about different “cultures.” Course 
evaluation will reflect this focus and will include a mixture of exams, written assignments, and 
attendance/participation in lectures and discussion sections. A plus/minus grading system will be 
used. We will make every effort to grade and return your assignments within 10 days. 

 
Attendance, class participation, in-class quizzes:      10% 
Assignment I: Culture and geography in the world around us (October 7th, 2015): 15% 
Assignment II: Virtual cultural geographies (November 13th, 2015):   15% 
Assignment III: Becoming a cultural geographer (December 9th, 2015):   20% 
Mid-term exam (October 19th, 2015):       20% 
Final exam (December 14th, 2015):       20% 
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Attendance, class participation (10%): Your participation grade will be based on the following 
criteria: 

 
1. Attendance in lecture and section. Attendance in GEO 272 lectures and discussion 

sections is MANDATORY. Your participation grade will suffer for missing either one. 
Lecture is the only place where key material on which you are tested is covered. I do not 
post lectures or PowerPoints online, so attending class is the only way to get the material.  

2. Participation in lecture and section. Participation includes contributing to discussions 
in lecture and section, being present and engaged for each meeting of GEO 272, paying 
attention to what is said by your peers, and being an active learner and listener. You do 
not have to have your hand in the air all the time, but simply being a warm body in section 
and lecture is considered average performance in this class (i.e., 75%). 

3. Performance on pop quizzes, reading worksheets, and other assignments 
distributed in class. These small assignments are not busywork. They are my way of 
making sure that I am relaying information to you effectively, that you are understanding 
course material, and that you are keeping up with readings. There is no late submission or 
make-ups for these assignments. 

 
Why is attendance so important? In GEO 272, lectures supplement (i.e., do not review) the readings 
you complete each week. The same is true for discussion section. You are responsible for material 
covered in lectures, section, and readings. I also make important announcements in class. If you skip 
class, you miss that information. We (Jared and I) agree to come to class prepared, and I expect you to 
do the same. Not participating in lectures and discussions will result in a lower grade, as will absences. 
Hint: Those of you who are math savvy will notice that a bad participation grade can knock your grade down a full 
letter (i.e., from a B to a C). 

 
Mid-term exam (20%) and Final exam (20%): Both exams will be in-class exams, with a mixture 
of short-answer and essay questions. The mid-term exam will cover all material discussed in the first 
half of the course. The final exam will be cumulative but will focus primarily on material discussed in 
the second half of the semester. The mid-term exam will be October 19th, 2015. The final exam will 
be December 14th, 2015. NOTE: Plan your holiday travel around this final exam date, since no early 
or make-up final exam will be given. 

 
Writing assignments (50%): There will be 3 writing assignments in this class. Assignments I and II 
will be 1,000 to 1,200 words (approximately 4 to 5 pages), double spaced with 12-point font. Assignment 
III will be slightly longer. Assignments correspond with course themes and will be explained in 
discussion sections.  

 
Policy on late submissions: Unless you have provided substantial evidence for need of an 
extension and have discussed the situation with Prof. Winders well in advance of the impending 
deadline, you will receive a 10% reduction in your grade for each day that exceeds the stated 
submission deadline. 
 
Statement on learning and physical disabilities: If you believe that you need 
accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services 
(ODS), http://disabilityservices.syr.edu, located at 804 University Avenue, room 309, or call 315-443-

http://disabilityservices.syr.edu/
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4498 for an appointment to discuss your needs and the process for requesting accommodations. ODS 
is responsible for coordinating disability-related accommodations and will issue “Accommodation 
Authorization Letters” to students with documented disabilities as appropriate. Since 
accommodations may require early planning and generally are not provided retroactively, please 
contact ODS as soon as possible. Students who may need academic accommodations due to a 
disability must discuss their needs with me at the beginning of the semester. 

 
Statement on academic integrity: Syracuse University’s academic integrity policy 
reflects the high value that we, as a university community, place on honesty in academic work. The 
policy defines our expectations for academic honesty and holds students accountable for the integrity 
of all work they submit. Students should understand that it is their responsibility to learn about course-
specific expectations, as well as about university-wide academic integrity expectations. The university 
policy governs appropriate citation and use of sources, the integrity of work submitted in exams and 
assignments, and the veracity of signatures on attendance sheets and other verification of participation 
in class activities. The policy also prohibits students from submitting the same written work in more 
than one class without receiving written authorization in advance from both instructors. The 
presumptive penalty for a first instance of academic dishonesty by an undergraduate student is course 
failure, accompanied by a transcript notation indicating that the failure resulted from a violation of 
academic integrity policy. SU students are required to read an online summary of the university’s 
academic integrity expectations and provide an electronic signature agreeing to abide by them twice a 
year during pre-term check-in on MySlice. For more information and the complete policy, 
see http://academicintegrity.syr.edu. 
 
Syracuse University takes academic integrity seriously, and so I do. Violating SU’s policies on academic 
integrity can lead to course failure, suspension, and expulsion. All of the following constitute a 
violation of academic integrity policy: 

 
1. Plagiarism – the use of someone else’s words, ideas, information, or original material 

without acknowledging the source. If you are unclear about how to cite sources in your 
papers, ask us. If something in your papers is not 100% your original idea or argument, 
you must cite a source. We will discuss how to cite sources properly early in the semester. 
Examples of plagiarism include…. 

a. Downloading a paper from an Internet source or purchasing it from a paper mill.  

b. Using the writing of another person (including another student) without citation. 

c. Submitting a paper with passages copied from an Internet source without citation (or 
copied from any source, for that matter). 

2. Use of unauthorized aids in examinations submitted for evaluation. Examples of 
unauthorized aids include… 

a. Cell phone or any electronic product used or visible during exams. 

b. Notes of any sort in exams. 

c. Other students’ exams or papers. 

3. Selling your notes from this class to any online service or to other students enrolled in 
this class now or in future semesters. There are a growing number of online companies 

http://academicintegrity.syr.edu/
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that will buy your notes from this class to create “study guides” that they then sell back to 
other students. I view this practice as explicit plagiarism of my ideas and words. I regularly 
monitor these sites and will treat any notes you post or sell to them as violations of our 
academic integrity policies.  

a. Copyright Policy Statement. All materials used in this class are copyrighted. These 
materials include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, in-class materials, 
PowerPoint slides, and any additional information I share or distribute. Because these 
materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy or sell the handouts. 

 
4. Copying from another student’s work with or without his/her permission. 

5. Submission of the same written work in more than one course.  

In GEO 272, all of the above are prohibited. Any violation of SU’s policies on academic integrity will 
result in no credit (i.e., a zero) for the assignment and, potentially, the course. 
 
Statement on religion observances: SU’s religious observances policy 
(http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm) recognizes the diversity of faiths 
represented among the campus community and protects the rights of students, faculty, and staff to 
observe religious holy days according to their tradition. Under the policy, students are provided an 
opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirements that may be missed due to a 
religious observance, provided they notify their instructors before the end of the second week of 
classes. For fall and spring semesters, an online notification process is available through 
MySlice/Student Services/Enrollment/My Religious Observances from the first day of class until the 
end of the second week of class. NOTE: Completion of the form on MySlice only provides 
notification to Prof. Winders about your absence. It is your responsibility to come and see her about 
any work that you may miss. You will be expected to complete your work before the religious 
observance in question. Note as well that this policy covers only religious observances, not travel days.  

 
Tutoring: We (Jared and I) are committed to helping you succeed in GEO 272. To that end, there 
are tutoring centers on campus; and I encourage you to use these services if you want extra help. 
Tutors can help reduce stress about your courses and can give advice about studying strategies (as can 
Jared and I). Relevant tutoring centers include the Tutoring and Study Center (http://tutoring.syr.edu) 
and the Writing Center (http://wc.syr.edu).  
 
Statement on add/drop policy: It is the policy of the Geography Department that 
students must obtain FIRST the signature of the instructor and THEN the signature of the 
department chair if they wish to drop or withdraw from this course. 

 
Rules of engagement: GEO 272 is a large class, but big does not equal anonymous. It also 
does not give us permission to act in inappropriate ways. By accepting this syllabus, we all (you, Jared, 
and I) agree to follow these ground rules: 

 
o (1) We will come to class on time. If you’re going to be late, come in quietly and let me 

know ahead of time. Disrupting class by arriving late is disrespectful. If late arrivals become a 
problem in GEO 272, I will institute a closed classroom five minutes into class. 

http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm
http://tutoring.syr.edu/
http://wc.syr.edu/
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o (2) We will leave class on time. I will finish lectures on time, and you will not pack up your 
things before I finish. My holding you over and your trying to leave early are equally rude. If 
you leave class early, you will be counted as absent that day. 

o (3) We will refrain from non-class-related conversation during lecture. Even whispers 
travel and are distracting to those around you.  

o (4) We will refrain from using our phones, unless I ask you to. If you text, take or make 
calls, or otherwise use your phone in my class without my prompting, I will ask you to leave. If 
there is some reason you cannot go 55 minutes without checking your phone, you must talk 
to me about your situation during the first week of classes. In all other cases, phones should 
be on vibrate and put away for the duration of class. 

o (5) We will not read newspapers, sleep, etc. during class. If lectures are that boring, let 
me know.  

o (6) We will not use our laptops for tasks other than note-taking. Students who do so will 
be asked to leave class. It is distracting to people around you, and no important games will be 
played during our class time. I’ve already checked Kentucky’s schedule. 

o (7) We will respect one another’s views and perspectives. Learning is sometimes 
uncomfortable; and we will not always reach consensus on topics we discuss. Debate is a key 
aspect of learning, but dismissing or discounting other people’s view is unacceptable. 

 
Hints for reaching Prof. Winders: 

 
E-mail is the best way to reach me. Please note the following tips: 
 

1. If you e-mail Professor Winders between 6:00 am and 6:00 pm on weekdays, she will make 
every effort to respond to you within a few hours. Outside of those times (evenings and 
weekends), she is unavailable. Think ahead when you work on assignments or study for 
exams.  

2. Include “GEO 272” in the subject line of your e-mail. It will take me time to learn your 
names, and I receive 100+ messages a day. 

3. SIGN your e-mail. I do not know who “number1SUfan” is. Include your name and section 
number in your e-mail. 

4. Do NOT e-mail us (Prof. Winders or Jared) drafts of your papers. We are happy to talk to 
you about your ideas, but we are not your editors. If you need help with writing, you can 
visit the Writing Center or can bring your paper with specific questions to office hours. 

 

One final note: 
My goal is to make GEO 272 relevant to your lives. In class, find at least one thing that’s interesting, 
surprising, intriguing, etc. and talk to us about it. The more you communicate with us about what’s 
working well, what’s confusing, what’s interesting, and so on, the more we’ll all enjoy this course. 
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Course Outline 
 

Date Lecture Friday Discussion Sections 
Monday,  

August 31st, 2015 
 

Introduction to Course 
 

 

Wednesday, 
September 2nd, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geography, I:  

What is geography? 
 
 

(1) 
 

A Global Sense of Place 
 

Reading 1: “A Global Sense of 
Place,” Massey 1994. 

Monday, 
September 7th, 

2015 

 
NO CLASS – Labor Day 

 

Wednesday, 
September 9th, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geography, II:  

What is cultural geography? 
 

Reading 2: “Culture” readings. 
 

(2) 
 

Mapping “cultures” 
 
 

Monday, 
September 14th, 

2015 

 
(Over)Determining Identity:  

Who and where we are (and are not) 
 
 

 

Wednesday, 
September 16th, 

2015 

 
From Chinatown to Xuxa: 

Race, place, and performance 

(3) 
 

Race and place at SU: Reading 
your campus landscape 

 
Reading 3: “Whitewash,” 
Inwood and Martin 2008. 

 
Monday, 

September 21st, 
2015 

 
Historical cultural geographies:  

(Re)constructing the past 
 
 

 

Wednesday, 
September 23rd, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Borders, I: 
Making, defending, and crossing 

them  

(4) 
Whose neighborhood, whose 

place? 
 

Discuss Assignment I 
 

Reading 4: “Between Europe and 
Asia,” Ley 1995. 
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Monday, 
September 28th, 

2015 

 
“Culture” and “geography” in the 

world around us 
 

Reading 5: “Geography Is 
Everywhere!,” Cosgrove 1989. 

 

 

Wednesday, 
September 30th, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Borders, II: 

Transnational flows 
 

(5) 
 

Peer review of draft of 
Assignment I 

 
(20% of your grade for Assignment I is 

based on bringing a FULL draft to 
class and participating in peer review). 

 
Monday,  

October 5th, 2015 
 

Cultural Geographies of Migration: 
Making multicultural spaces 

 

 

Wednesday, 
October 7th, 2015 

 
Guest Lecture by Jared Van 

Ramshorst on migration, identity, 
and borders 

 
***  Assignment I is due.  *** 

 

(6) 
 

Third Culture Kids 
 

Reading 6: Third Culture Kids, 
Pollock and Van Reken 2009. 

 
Monday,  

October 12th, 
2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Work: 

The line between work and home 
 

 

Wednesday, 
October 14th, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Tourism: 

Play, work, politics 
 

Reading 7: A Small Place, Kinkaid 1988. 
 

(7) 
 

Review for mid-term 
 
 

Monday, 
 October 19th, 

2015 

 
Mid-term exam 

 

 

Wednesday, 
October 21st, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Dwelling: 

Where and how we live 
 

Reading 8: “The Future of the home.” 
 

(8) 
 

Research Tutorial 
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Monday,  
October 26th, 

2015 

 
What’s spatial about representation? 

 
Reading 9: “The Work of 
Representation,” Hall 1997. 

 

 

Wednesday, 
October 28th, 

2015 

 
Exit Through the Gift Shop 

(9) 
 

Discuss documentary and 
Assignment II  

 
Monday,  

November 2nd, 
2015 

 
Social Media, I: 

Material geographies of the virtual 
world 

 

 

Wednesday, 
November 4th, 

2015 

 
Social Media, II: 

Virtual lives? 
 

(10) 
 

Mapping Online Worlds 
 

Reading 10: “Leveling the 
Playing Field Through Facebook,” 

Dean and Laidler 2014. 
Monday, 

November 9th, 
2015 

 
More than words: How we come to 

know the world 
 

 

Wednesday, 
November 11th, 

2015 

 
Case study: The 2012 London 

Olympics 
 

Reading 11: “The Olympics,” Zirin 
2007. 

(11) 
 

Cultural Geographies of 
Winning 

 
***Assignment II is due in 

section. *** 
 

Monday, 
November 16th, 

2015 

 
Social Movements, I: 

Domination and resistance 
 
 

 

Wednesday, 
November 18th, 

2015 

Social Movements, II: 
From Listservs to Twitter 

 
 

(12) 
 

The Cultural Politics of Protest 
 

Reading 12: Occupy Wall 
Street readings, 2012 
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Monday, 
November 23rd, 

2015 

 
Thanksgiving Break 

 

Wednesday, 
November 25th, 

2015 

 
Thanksgiving Break 

 

(13) 
 

NO SECTION – Thanksgiving 
 

Monday, 
November 30th, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of 

Consumption: The line between 
making and using 

 

 

Wednesday, 
December 2nd, 

2015 

 
Cultural Geographies of Things: 

Follow the phone! 
 

(14) 
 

Doing Cultural Geography 
 

Reading 14: “Object Lessons,” 
DeSilvey 2013. 

 
Monday, 

December 7th, 
2015 

 
Music City, USA: America’s Most 

Important City 
 

Reading 15: Nashville newspaper 
readings 

 

 

Wednesday, 
December 9th, 

2015 

 
Wrapping Up: Cultural Geography in 

Action 
 

*** Assignment III is due. *** 
 

(15) 
 

Review for final 

Monday,  
December 14th, 

2015 

 
Final Exam 

12:45 to 2:45 pm 
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Course Readings and Due Dates 

Reading 1 (Friday, September 4th, 2015): Massey, Doreen. 1994. “A Global Sense of 
Place.” Space, Place, and Gender. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 146-156. 

 
Reading 2 (Wednesday, September 9th, 2015): “Culture” readings: pp. 63-69 (New Keywords), 

pp. 13-16 (Cultural Geography), and pp. 1-8, pp. 
14-18, pp. 23-30 (“Rough Guide”). 

 
Reading 3 (Friday, September 18th, 2015): Inwood, Joshua and Martin, Deborah. 2008. 

“Whitewash: White Privilege and Racialized 
Landscapes at the University of Georgia.” 
Social and Cultural Geography 9.4: 373-395. 

  
Reading 4 (Friday, September 25th, 2015): Ley, David. 1995. “Between Europe and Asia: 

The Case of the Missing Sequoias.” Ecumene 
2.2: 185-210. 

 
Reading 5 (Monday, September 28th, 2015): Cosgrove, Denis. 1989. “Geography Is 

Everywhere! Culture and Symbolism in 
Human Landscapes.” Horizons in Human 
Geography. Derek Gregory and Rex Walford, 
eds. New Jersey: Barnes and Noble Books, 
118-135. 

 
Reading 6 (Friday, October 9th, 2015): Pollock, David and Van Reken, Ruth. 2009. 

Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up 
Among Worlds. Rev. ed. New York: Nicholas 
Brealey, 3-26. 

 
Reading 7 (Wednesday, October 14th, 2015): Kinkaid, Jamaica. 1988. A Small Place. New 

York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 3-19. 
 
Reading 8 (Wednesday October 21st, 2015): The future of the home: a series of websites 

and short articles about technology and the 
home. 

 
Reading 9 (Monday, October 26th, 2015): Hall, Stuart. 1997. “The Work of 

Representation.” Representation: Cultural 
Representations and Signifying Practices. London: 
Sage, 15-29. 

 
Reading 10 (Friday, November 6th, 2015): Dean, Melissa and Laidler, Karen. 2014. 

“Leveling the Playing Field Through 
Facebook: How Females Construct Online 
Playspaces.” Journal of Youth Studies 17.1: 113-29. 
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Reading 11 (Wednesday, November 11th, 2015): Zirin, Dave. 2007. “The Olympics: Gold, 
Guns, and Graft.” Welcome to the Terrordome: The 
Pain, Politics, and Promise of Sports. Chicago: 
Haymarket Books, 126-147. 

 
Reading 12 (Friday, November 20th, 2015): Occupy Wall Street readings from Critical 

Quarterly (2012), 54.2, pp. 23-27 (Hardesty), pp. 
39-45 (Oman-Reagan), and pp. 72-75 (Syrek). 

 
Reading 13 (Friday, November 27th, 2015):  No readings - Thanksgiving 
 
Reading 14 (Friday, December 4th, 2015): DeSilvey, Caitlin. 2013. “Object Lessons: 

From Batholith to Bookend.” The Wiley-
Blackwell Companion to Cultural Geography. Nuala 
Johnson, Richard Schein, and Jamie Winders, 
eds. Malden: Blackwell, 146-158. 

  
Reading 15 (Monday, December 7th, 2015): Nashville newspaper readings. 
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