
Assessment of Jared Van Ramshorst’s Guest Lecture in GEO 272: World Cultures 
 

On October 7th, 2015, Jared Van Ramshorst gave a guest lecture in GEO 272: World Cultures, for which 
he also worked as a teaching assistant. Jared was an excellent teaching assistant in GEO 272. He clearly 
conveyed course material to students. He gave very useful feedback on student papers, showing how 
they could improve their writing. He worked hard to align his grading with mine and graded in a timely 
fashion. He encouraged students but set high expectations for them. In short, he did a fabulous job 
in a course that is not easy to teach. 
 
Jared’s guest lecture drew on his master’s research on transnational migration between southern 
Mexico and California, as well as the doctoral research he is planning. There is much to praise about 
Jared’s guest lecture. First, he had very good pacing. Jared had a firm grasp of how much material 
students in an introductory lecture can absorb, as well as how much material to present with each 
slide. Equally important, Jared’s lecture was well structured. Its different sections segued nicely, and 
Jared built in conceptual overlap with previous lectures. Pedagogically, that overlap is important, 
especially in an introductory class. After offering a clear outline for his lecture, Jared revisited concepts 
like transnationalism, borders, and borderlands from previous lectures and readings, before turning to 
an example, drawn from his own research, of how we could put these different concepts together. At 
the end, he drew everything together, with a discussion of the questions his dissertation will pursue. 
 
Second, Jared has a nice presence in the classroom. His voice was clear, he seemed relaxed, and he 
was comfortable enough to pay attention to how students were managing the material he presented. 
That is no easy feat, especially when you first start lecturing. Jared also made sure to solicit student 
participation. In a class of nearly 80 students, it can be difficult to create space for student participation, 
since students can be reluctant to speak and since what they share is not always “on topic.” Jared, 
however, built in student participation in effective ways, asking students to recall instances of 
transnationalism from previous lectures and class material, for example. 
 
Third, Jared did a nice job of blending his case study with the wider conceptual points he wanted to 
make. He explained how he conducted his research, offering undergraduates a window into research 
design – something they don’t offer hear about. He used visuals effectively, not overwhelming 
students with too much text on each slide. He used the empirics of his research to illustrate wider 
conceptual points, helping students see how theory and empirics can and should be linked. 
 
On my read, the only element that Jared could strengthen was his discussion of the role of emotions 
in migrant experiences, which could have been clearer. Jared could have, for example, drawn a parallel 
between emotions and remittances. The emotional aspects of migration stretch beyond individual 
migrants to incorporate family members left behind, in the same way that remittances do. Thus, like 
remittances, emotions stretch between migrants and their family/community and between sending 
and receiving communities. This kind of parallel could help students better understand why emotions 
are so important in discussions of migration.  
 
This, though, is a minor point in an otherwise highly successful guest lecture. Students enjoyed Jared’s 
lecture and cited it frequently in mid-terms. This fact demonstrates how much it stuck with students. 
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