
TODAY’S PLAN
• Transnational/translocal spaces

• What do they look like?
• How are they maintained?

• Geographies of international migration
• Social/cultural impacts?
• How does migration mark us?

• New geographies of international 
migration



Migration Borders Emotion

“Migrant stories are linked with the experiences of adjustment, 
settlement, nostalgia, a shattered sense of belonging, renewal, 
loss, discrimination, abrupt endings, new beginnings and new 

opportunities – all potent sources of emotions. 
(Skrbiš 2008, p. 236)



• Transnationalism
• Activity across national borders
• Connections and linkages between 

nations
• “The process by which immigrants build 

social fields that link together their country 
of origin and their country of settlement” 
(Glick Schiller et al. 1992, p. 1)

• Translocalism?





• Borders
• Mark differences between ‘us’ and ‘them’
• States, through borders shape the 

movement of people
• Borderlands

• Complex cultural interactions
• Hybrid cultural forms and identities
• Site of possibilities

• A borderless world?



• Oaxaca, Mexico
• Primary site of migration to the U.S.
• Long history of migration

• Migration to where in the U.S.?
• California

• Los Angeles
• San Diego
• Central Valley

• Oaxacalifornia?



• What did I do? How?
• Two months of fieldwork in Nieves
• Semi-structured interviews
• Participant observation
• “Deep hanging out” (Geertz 1998)

• Back in San Diego…
• Follow up interviews
• Transcription and translation



• “I suffer a lot, we all so much…”
• “We’re going to cross again soon. 

Everything is still over there, our son, 
work, the rest of my family…we think 
about it everyday.”

• “I never get to see them...we all worry 
about each other.”

• “It’s so difficult, I can’t help but cry 
sometimes.”



• Emotions 
• Surrounding loved ones, the border, living 

without documentation
• Marked through experiences with 

migration and transnationalism, emotional 
impacts of migration

• Senses of self, what it means to be a 
migrant





• Transit migrations
• Journeys in transit becoming more 

difficult, complex, and insecure
• From origin and destination to the spaces 

in between
• Migrants spend weeks, months, even 

years in transit
• Not just a simple transition from a place of 

origin to a place of destination


